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Sir Paul Grice 
Chief Executive 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

By email only 

10 April 2019 
 
Dear Paul 

The Environmental Performance of the Scottish Parliament 

Thank you for submitting the Scottish Parliament’s latest environmental performance 
report. 

This year the Committee has agreed to write to you to explore the environmental 
performance of the Scottish Parliament. The Committee notes that the report shows 
that the Scottish Parliament has: 

• Met and exceeded its annual reduction targets for its carbon footprint, gas use, 
and paper use  

• Met its water use reduction target 

• Failed to meet annual targets to reduce electricity use, production of general 
waste, and failed to meet its recycling and composting target  

The Committee has a number of questions in relation to the report. These are set out 
in the annexe to this letter. 

We look forward to receiving your response. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Gillian Martin MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  
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Annexe 

1. Energy consumption (gas and electricity)  

The Parliament has missed its electricity use target for the second year, but has 
exceeded its gas target for the second year in a row. The carbon footprint of electricity 
use has fallen from 2,019 tonnes CO2e in 2016/17 to 1,996 tonnes CO2e in 2017/2018. 
In evidence to the Committee last year you said that the SCPB was working to adopt 
more sophisticated building management and said, “I would be very disappointed if, 
next year, I was not able to report a significant improvement to the committee.” 

The report states that during 2017/18, a number of projects were delivered to reduce 
energy consumption, including optimising heating and cooling, installing gas and 
electricity meters, and remodelling air handling units. 

a. Why have the projects mentioned above for reducing energy consumption not had 
a greater impact on reducing electricity use? 

b. Do you consider there are still significant opportunities to reduce electricity use 
going forward and how important will this be to meet carbon reduction targets? 

c. What further significant investments could be made to reduce our energy 
consumption in the Parliament?  

d. The Carbon Management Plan says that SCPB will actively investigate the use of 
heat pumps for hot water and under floor heating. Has this been investigated and 
if so what was the outcome? Does the SCPB have a vision for moving towards 
non-fossil fuel based heating?  

e. Are there any plans to broaden reporting of energy consumption to cover MSP 
offices?  

f. The report says that the gas target for 2018/19 will be 20% and the 2019/20 target 
is 15%. What is the rationale for the 2019/20 target being lower than the 2018/19 
target and what does this mean in practice?  
 

2. Waste and resource use  

The Parliament has reduced its total production of waste by 78% since 2005/2006 
(against a target of 80% for 2017/2018) and recycled or composted 76% of its waste 
(against a target of 87% for 2017/2018). The report says that waste will continue to be 
a focus area and that Parliament hopes to bring this target back on track “by focussing 
on reducing waste production from paper, cardboard and food”. 

One of the most significant causes of the failure to meet targets is identified in the 
report as the incineration of mixed food and compostable packaging waste due to 
issues with the amount of compostable packaging that enters this waste stream.  

a. What actions will be undertaken to reduce waste production from paper, cardboard 
and food (focus areas identified in the report)?  

b. Is it still the case that all mixed compostable packaging and food is being 
incinerated rather than recycled or composted?  

c. What opportunities are there to reduce the amount of compostable packaging 
being used in the Parliament and what actions have been taken?  

d. The Committee heard in the evidence session on the 2016/2017 report that paper 
cup usage had gone down from 93,000 to 76,000 in that reporting period – how 
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may disposable cups were used in 2017/2018, and is the voluntary charge still 
proving to be effective in reducing usage?  
 

3. Travel 
 

a. Business travel emissions have reduced significantly from 276 tonnes CO2e in 
2016/17 to 145 tonnes CO2e in 2017/18. What contributed to this reduction and 
are there opportunities to further reduce this figure?  

b. The Committee understands that the Parliament’s current Sustainable Travel Plan 
2016-2020 is required as part of a planning condition. Is SPCB required to review 
and publish a new Sustainable Travel Plan for 2020 onwards and if so, how and 
when will this be progressed?  

c. What is the current uptake of incentives available for those who commute to 
Parliament to use public transport or active travel methods, and how are these 
promoted?  

d. What is the current uptake of the Parliament’s electric car charging points and use 
of the City Car Club – are there opportunities to promote this further?  
 

4. Biodiversity  

Under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, public bodies in Scotland have a 
duty to further the conservation of biodiversity.  And, since 2012, under the Wildlife 
and Natural Environment Act all public bodies are required to report on their 
compliance with the biodiversity duty.  

a. Has the SPCB complied with its statutory duty as a public body to submit reports 
on how it is fulfilling its biodiversity duty?  

b. Where can the Parliament have the greatest impact in delivering on its biodiversity 
duty – what are the opportunities for example to contribute to biodiversity beyond 
the physical boundaries of the Parliament (e.g. through procurement policy)?  
 

5. Procurement and Supply Chain Sustainability 

In evidence to the Committee following the 2016/17 report, you highlighted the 
importance and challenges around increasing the sustainability of supply chains 
through procurement policy and practices, saying “we need to continue to really work 
hard on it”.  

a. What developments have there been during the 2017/18 reporting period to 
increase sustainability of procurement practices and supply chains?  

b. Are there further significant opportunities for the Parliament to increase its impact 
here (under both its climate change and biodiversity duties), and what are 
considered to the priorities?  

c. How is SCPB working with its suppliers and contactors to identify and progress 
these opportunities?  

d. There is increasing awareness about the significant environmental impact of 
textiles and clothing – what are the SCPB’s procurement policies on textiles (e.g. 
uniforms) and have opportunities to minimise impacts in this area been 
considered?  

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2004/6/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/6/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/6/contents/enacted
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6. Food  

In evidence to the Committee on the 2016/17 report, in response to questions about 
the food supply chain and opportunities to reduce food miles and encourage local 
procurement. the environmental manager said there was an aim to progress these 
areas through certification to a new standard called the Green Kitchen Standard. 

a. Has the aim to achieve certification to the above standard progressed? 
b. What activities are ongoing to promote the Scottish Parliament’s use of sustainable 

food?  
c. Has SCPB reviewed the Scottish Government’s Good Food Nation Programme of 

Measures and are there any opportunities to align with this?  
 

7. Sustainability duty  

Section 44 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 places a statutory duty on public 
bodies to not only act (in exercising its functions) in the way best calculated to 
contribute to the delivery of Scotland’s climate change targets, but also to act “in a way 
that it considers is most sustainable.” (section 44(1)(c)).  

a. What work has the SPCB done to develop its thinking on how it fulfils its statutory 
duty to act in a sustainable way under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009? 

b. How is the Environment and Sustainability Board supporting this work?  
 

8. Post-2020 plans   
 

a. Given that we are approaching 2020 and therefore the end of the period covered 
by the Carbon Management Plan, how will progress against the Plan be evaluated 
and lessons learned?  

b. Does the SPCB intend to develop and publish a new Carbon Management Plan 
for 2020 onwards, and if so who will be involved in developing and agreeing it?  

c. How is the Scottish Parliament working to set other environmental performance 
targets from 2020 onwards?  
 

9. Staff and Member engagement  
 

a. How are staff and Members made aware of the Parliament’s environmental targets 
and informed about how they can contribute or engage?   

 


